
 

 

 

DIGITALEUROPE  
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium] 
T. +32 (0) 2 609 53 10 F. +32 (0) 2 431 04 89 
www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE 
Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20 
 

1 

 
DIGITALEUROPE urges Member States to not delay 5G and to take a 

step forward on spectrum policy 
 

Brussels, 1 December 2017 

 

 

BRUSSELS (1st December 2017) - Ahead of the 4th of December Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council, 
DIGITALEUROPE recognises the considerable progress made in the past few weeks on the European Electronic 
Communications Code (EECC). We now urge Member States to resolve all pending issues with the European Parliament to 
deliver a Code that matches Europe’s Gigabit Society goals. 
 
“5G has the potential to boost the economy by 113 billion while accounting for 2 million jobs by 2025” said Cecilia 
Bonefeld-Dahl, Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE. “The Code should ensure fast deployment of 5G and a revised 
spectrum framework that can boost EU’s connectivity needs. We need Member States to engage in meaningful 
coordination of spectrum policy or we will be facing an unprecedented level of fragmentation”, she added.  
 
DIGITALEUROPE stresses that - on top of being of the utmost importance for mobile broadband - 5G is also a key 
connectivity enabler for the take-up of vertical technologies, such as connected cars or industrial IoT, which are key to the 
EU’s competitiveness. Predictability on spectrum licenses duration and renewal conditions is key, especially to ensure 
adequate investment and certainty for technology cycles. Common simplified rules for the deployment of small cells are 
also tantamount in this respect. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE therefore urges Member States to agree on a meaningful coordination mechanism whereby the Radio 
Spectrum Policy Group (RSPG) can become a forum where effective and actionable consensus can be agreed on spectrum 
decisions. We see positive developments in this direction, notably with regards to the timing of assignments for technically 
harmonized bands. However, while this approach will prove useful for mobile broadband, its feasibility for vertical 
technologies will become challenging and more EU-level coordination will be needed beyond pure technical 
harmonization. 
 
We also urge MEPs and Member States to devise a simple regime for the authorization of small -area wireless access 
points. Harmonized and simplified rules for the deployment and operation of small cells is a precondition for the rollout of 
5G. Such rules should be defined at EU level and cover any applicable restrictions (not only visual impact but also size, 
power, electromagnetic characteristics, etc.). Permits should only be requested for specific categories of sites. Measures to 
boost the deployment of small cells should also include the right to access suitable public infrastructure. 
 
 
 
-- 
For more information please contact:  
Lionel Sola, Director of Communications and Political Outreach 
 +32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
  
Jochen Mistiaen, Policy Manager 
 +32 496 20 54 11 or jochen.mistiaen@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 61 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and 
activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions,  
MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe 
PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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